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ETHNOGRAPHY OF THE UNIVERSITY INITIATIVE 

Request for Proposals 2012-2014
Deadline: April 20, 2012 (1 page application)

The Ethnography of the University Initiative (EUI) invites proposals from faculty interested in teaching EUI-affiliated courses for the 2012-2014 academic years.  Since 2003, EUI has provided an innovative approach to teaching and learning focused on promoting student research on universities and colleges.  In EUI-affiliated courses, students use a variety of ethnographic, archival, and related methods to examine the university in the broader context of our social and political times.  Students in EUI-affiliated courses, which are capped at 25 students, work through an online environment to record their research process and findings; at the end of the semester they have the opportunity to contribute their work to our digital archives of student research (IDEALS https://www.ideals.illinois.edu/handle/2142/755).  Today the EUI collection in IDEALS, the U of I’s digital repository, is over 1,200 entries-strong and is one of IDEALS’ most-used archives, with over 200,000 downloads of student projects since 2005.  Through workshops, customized web environments, IRB permissions, and a bi-annual student conference, EUI helps faculty from varying disciplinary and methodological backgrounds incorporate student research on universities and colleges into their courses. Faculty may modify an existing course or develop a new course that includes an EUI component.
We are also pleased to be able to offer an EUI IT Teaching Award for up to 4 courses per semester, supported by a grant from UIUC’s Student Library/IT Committee. This award allows EUI to provide digital audio/video equipment as well as staff support to affiliated faculty and students for use in course-related research projects. We currently have high quality portable audio and video recorders for oral histories and audio or video podcasts/ethnographies. We are also willing to entertain requests (funds permitting) for other technology products that may prove useful for your EUI classes, as well as offer assistance in designing courses utilizing technology for student research. Currently courses supported by this program are producing video shorts modeled on This American Life, a photographic and podcast ethnography of Allen Hall, podcasts on sports and disability, and visual analyses of conversation. 
With this IT Teaching Award, we also offer up to 100 hours of dedicated technical support for both you and your students.  If you would like to apply for our EUI IT Teaching Award, please include with your general application: 1) a one-page double-spaced narrative explaining how you would use a specific technology to enhance student research; and 2) a list of the technology products you hope  to use and your technical support  needs (up to 100 hours).
Application Procedures

Each applicant should submit the following by April 20, 2012 to eui-info@illinois.edu: 
1.    A short (circa 1-2 paragraphs) narrative that describes your interest in EUI and the course to be linked to EUI (where applicable, feel free to include the existing course syllabus). 
2.    A statement of commitment to (a) attend the summer orientation meeting August 24, 2012, EUI faculty and student presentation meetings during the semester of teaching, and (b) comply with the human subjects and intellectual property protocols approved for EUI (applicants from other colleges or universities will need IRB approval from their home institutions as well). Faculty new to teaching with EUI will also need to attend a mini-training session the first week of May in order to familiarize themselves with EUI’s structure and requirements to allow for incorporation into their syllabus;
3.    A short letter of support (email is fine) from the executive officer of the applicant’s primary department that: (a) indicates the department’s agreement to have the EUI course or section(s) taught; (b) specifies the semester (Fall 2012, Spring or Fall 2013 or Spring 2014) in which the course will be offered; and (c) affirms limiting the size of the course to 25 students or fewer. The letter/email can be very simple: stating only the course, semester, and size. 

4.    A brief academic biography (one paragraph will do).
Requirements 

1. Participation in a 1-day workshop to be held August 24, 2012. In order to accomplish the goals of EUI across the various disciplines on our campus, this workshop will introduce faculty to: 
· Past EUI courses and teaching strategies;

· Ethnographic and archival methodologies;
· Web-based collaborative research tools to encourage and promote student inquiry Moodle and IDEALS); 
· Library resources for EUI work(http://www.library.uiuc.edu/rex/instruction/eui/index.htm) and the Student Life and Cultures Archives (http://web.library.uiuc.edu/ahx/slc/); 
· EUI’s approved Institutional Review Board (IRB) protocol. 
2. Meeting with an EUI coordinator prior to the beginning of the semester you teach your EUI course to review IRB requirements and Moodle updates.

3. Participation in two EUI meeting during the semester you teach your EUI-affiliated course: a faculty meeting and the EUI Student Conference at which students present their research.
Co-Directors 
Nancy Abelmann, Henry E. Preble Professor of Anthropology; Asian American Studies; and East Asian Languages & Cultures, University of Illinois
Gina Hunter, Associate Professor of Anthropology, Illinois State University

Tim Cain, Assistant Professor, Department of Education Policy, Organization & Leadership, 

   
University of Illinois 
Sharon Irish, Project Coordinator, Graduate School of Library and Information Science, University of Illinois 
Program Coordinator

Karen Rodriguez'G
Visit us @ eui.illinois.edu –or– http://www.facebook.com/IllinoisEthnography

